274.   LETTER TO MARCHIONESS VITELLESCHI
S.S.   "PlLSNA",
December [19,J3 1931
DEAR  SISTER,
I had your long letter. If you will think less of yourself and lose yourself in the duty immediately in front of you, you will find your peace.
TOUTS sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI From a photostat: GN   2768
275.   LETTER TO ROMAIN ROLLAND
S.S.   "PlLSNA",
December 20, 1931
DEAR  FRIEND  AND  BROTHER,
I beg you to write to the daughter of Tolstoy and satisfy her curiosity concerning Bolshevism.2 The General and Mrs. Moris were extremely kind to us all. We felt as if we were one of the family as soon as we entered the house. Mussolini is a riddle to me. Many of his reforms attract me. He seems to have done much for the peasant class. I admit an iron hand is there. But as violence is the basis of Western society, Mussolini's reforms deserve an impartial study. His care of the poor, his opposition to super-urbanization, his efforts to bring about co-ordination between capital and labour, seem to me to demand special attention. I would like you to enlighten me on these matters. My own fundamental objection is that these reforms are compulsory. But it is the same in all democratic institutions. What strikes me is that behind Mussolini's implacability is a desire to serve is people. Even behind his emphatic speeches there is a nucleus of sincerity and of passionate love for his people. It also seems to me that
1 In  the source  the figure looks like  11, on which date Gandhyi was in Villeneuve. The letter has an Aden postmark bearing the date December 23, which indicates that *1F is presumably a slip for '19'.
2 Vide "Interview to Sukhotina Tolstoy", pp. 422-3.
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